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PROCEDURAL HISTORY 

 

On June 25, 2024, Northern States Power Company, dba Xcel Energy (Xcel), filed a letter 

requesting suspension of the notice and comment period in this docket.  

 

By July 9, 2024, Department of Commerce—Division of Energy Resources 

(Department), the Coalition for Community Solar Access (Coalition), and Nokomis Energy 

(Nokomis) filed comments on Xcel’s request to suspend the notice and comment period. 

 

On July 18, 2024, the Commission met to consider this matter. 

 

 

FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS 

I. Background 

Stakeholders have discussed the idea of reserving distribution system capacity for small 

distributed energy resource (DER) projects for several years. In its August 25, 2021 filing in 

docket E-999/CI-16-521, Xcel proposed modifying the Minnesota DER Interconnection Process 

(MNDIP) to allow Xcel to reserve feeder capacity for smaller DER systems. The Commission 

did not approve Xcel’s proposal, but it authorized establishing a notice and comment period in 

this docket to develop the record on whether it is in the public interest to reserve distribution 

system capacity for small DER projects.1  

 

 
1 See In the Matter of Updating the Generic Standards for the Interconnection and Operation of 

Distributed Generation Facilities Established Under Minn. Stat. § 216B.1611, Order Establishing a  

Two-Queue System, Directing Further Discussions, and Addressing Miscellaneous Matters, Docket No. 

E-999/CI-16-521 (April 15, 2024).  
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Legislation enacted in May of 2024 requires the Commission to initiate a proceeding that will 

develop and implement various cost-sharing standards addressing payment for distribution 

system upgrades necessary for the interconnection of DER facilities at certain locations.2  

II. Positions of the Commenters 

Xcel contended that the overlapping DER interconnection issues examined in this docket, 

addressed by the recent legislation, and implicated by the implementation of its Integrated 

Distribution System Plan justify suspending the notice and comment period in this docket. Xcel 

recommended suspending the comment period until the conclusion of proceedings on 

interconnection cost sharing.   

 

Other commenters in this docket all supported Xcel’s request to suspend the docket’s comment 

period. Generally, they contended that by requiring the Commission to initiate a proceeding to 

establish cost-sharing standards for distribution system costs created by DER interconnection, 

the legislature determined that equitable DER interconnection is best achieved through a cost-

causer pays framework. As the Commission commences a docket addressing DER 

interconnection cost-sharing, these commenters expressed concerns that continuing efforts to 

explore a capacity reservation framework in this docket may lead to an inefficient use of 

stakeholder resources, conflicting results, and a capacity reservation system that is incompatible 

with the cost-sharing principles prioritized by the recent legislation.  

 

Given that capacity reservation and cost sharing frameworks could be mutually exclusive and 

incompatible, the Department and Nokomis recommended permanently suspending the comment 

period in this docket to allow stakeholders to focus their efforts on addressing the cost-sharing 

framework prioritized by the recent legislation.   

 

The Coalition noted that the proceeding required by the new legislation may provide an 

opportunity for the Commission to holistically consider potential improvements to the 

interconnection process, and the Commission could consider broader interconnection issues—

including potential capacity reservation—in the cost-sharing proceedings.  

III. Commission Action 

As commenters noted, any resolution to the capacity-reservation framework issues contemplated 

in this docket may be significantly impacted by discussions and decisions that are anticipated to 

occur in a cost-sharing proceeding that the legislature has required the Commission to initiate by 

September 1, 2024. The Commission agrees with the recommendations of commenters and will 

suspend the comment period in this proceeding. However, to the extent that certain commenters 

asserted that the capacity reservation concepts and frameworks explored in this docket are 

fundamentally incompatible with the recent legislative directives, the Commission disagrees. 

Depending on how a cost-sharing framework develops and is implemented, there remains a 

possibility that some form of capacity reservation may appropriately compliment the cost-

sharing framework required by the legislature. Accordingly, the Commission will authorize the 

Executive Secretary to issue a notice resuming this matter’s comment period in a docket or  

  

 
2 See 2024 Minn. Laws, Ch. 126, Art. 6, Sec. 53.   
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dockets addressing interconnection cost-sharing so that the decisions and discussions in those 

proceedings may inform further exploration of the potential for capacity reservation.  

 

 

ORDER 

 

1. The comment period in this docket is suspended.  

 

2. This order shall become effective immediately. 

 

 BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION 

 

 

 

 

 Will Seuffert 

 Executive Secretary 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This document can be made available in alternative formats (e.g., large print or audio) by calling 

651.296.0406 (voice). Persons with hearing or speech impairment may call using their preferred 

Telecommunications Relay Service or email consumer.puc@state.mn.us for assistance. 
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